WHO’S NEXT?contd from page 1

For us voters out here, we look at
the candidates and see very intelligent,
committed individuals who all have
a good environmental record, respect
for our home, skills that apply to the
job and passion for being the person
who leads us into the future. It’s not
an easy decision to choose one over
another. Does it matter who Mike
endorses? Is his choice more important
or influential than other endorsements?
Not necessarily more important, but
definitely significant.

Mike has been a popular supervisor
because he’s gone up against some pretty
powerful people to maintain what we
in the 5th District consider our ideals.
We tend to think differently from other
districts, for whatever reason, and even
in the times when it’s been a 4 to 1 vote
with Mike holding the only “No” vote,
his vote has changed the direction of
events. He brought up details that can’t
be ignored. The technicality of that
“No” vote is that the justification for
opposition has to be addressed. It doesn't
just go away. Once examined, nothing
stays the same.

Mike Reilly has worked closely with
Rue Furch the entire 12 years he’s been
in office. She was originally appointed
to the Planning Commission by Ernie
Carpenter 16 years ago to represent
the 5th District. When Mike took over,
he decided that Rue was doing a good
job and didn’t need to be replaced.
It’s rare for Mike to agree with Ernie
on anything, but they agreed on Rue.
In fact, BOTH Ernie and Mike have
endorsed Rue so that’s two times they
agreed in 16 years!

The Planning Commission is largely
volunteer, they get paid $75 a meeting
and involves a tremendous amount
of “homework”, and has a great deal
of influence on county decisions. Rue
was on the team of people who set the
standards for the Aggregate Resources
Management (ARM) Plan and has been
working on the General Plan 2020 for the
last several years. She also sat on a lot of

specific ordinances and/or plans; such
as the Housing Ordinance (now a model
for the state), the Telecommunication
Ordinance (towers and antennas for cell
phones and emergency services), the
timber conversion plan, the standards
for wind generating towers and others
. She knows this county inside and out
and has consistently been a vote for high
environmental standards all along.

The Planning Commission is the first
hurdle growth and resource developers
encounter on their way to the Board
of Supervisors. This group dissects
and examines every detail before
passing their recommendation on to the
board. Each Planning Commissioner is
appointed by a Supervisor, so it’s like a
Junior Board of Supervisors. When you
sit at their meetings, you can see that the
appointees have the same value systems
as the Board members they represent.
When they dissect a plan, they examine
what’s important to them, then try to
convince the other members to see it
their way. Rue does the same thing Mike
does, she brings up all kinds of facts
and figures that ultimately change the
way things are done and many times,
change the other appointees perspective
as well. That influences their votes
and recommendations to the Board of
Supervisors.

What this means is that Mike Reilly
sees Rue as being someone who has 16
years of experience heading into this
job and has demonstrated her value
system over that time. “Rue is the one
candidate who most strongly reflects the
values of the 5th district,” Reilly said.”
Her environmental track record is by far
the most impressive of the candidates as
is her longstanding advocacy on health
care, rural infrastructure, water issues
and services to our most vulnerable
populations — children and seniors.
Rue understands the district and is the
one person most able to represent this
district from day one on the Board of
Supervisors. I have met with all the
candidates, some of whom are friends
for many years. All are decent people
with the best intentions, but we need
a strong, smart champion to get us
through the difficult county issues of
the next several years. Rue stands out
as that person.”

When I asked Mike what impresses
him most about Rue, he said, “She
does her homework. She has a superior
knowledge of county government and
has been incredibly effective getting a
progressive stance adopted on land use,
zoning...the General Plan. She reads
every document down the finest details
then asks the hard questions. But she’s
not confrontational. She listens and
people listen to her because she takes
her job seriously.”

You decide if Mike Reilly’s
endorsement is important to you and
will influence your vote. It’s important
to Mike. “There is no Plan B in this
race. If we are to continue to have a
progressive voice for Sonoma County on
the Board of Supervisors, then we must
elect Rue Furch as the next 5th District
Supervisor.”
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Public Forums

for Sonoma County 5th District Supervisor

A series of five forums has been
sponsored by KGGV radio for the public
in order to get acquainted with the
candidates prior to the June 3rd election.
The forums have been held every two
weeks, hosted at different locations in
Sonoma County, enabling citizens to
attend in their locality. The final forums
before election are:

April 25 in Jenner 7-9pm at the
Jenner Community Center (behind
the SeaStore gas station) on Hwy 1.
Limited parking in the vicinity. See
signs designating ‘Forum Parking’.

May 9 in Sebastopol

May 23 in Guerneville
locations to be announced.

KGGV 95.1 is the non-profit radio
station operating out of Guerneville
licensed and located at the Guerneville
Community Church on Armstrong
Woods Rd. KGGV’s mission is to provide
a community with a free and open
exchange of music, culture, and ideas
through the use of the radio air waves.

Streaming on the internet at www.kggvfm.org

U ADHEETYOURCARDUTES

5™ DISTRICT
SUPERVISORS FORUM
Monday — April 21* — 7 P.M.

Graton Community Clubhouse
Corner of Edison & Graton Road
vvv
Candidates will address important issues concerning
our community of Graton & West Sonoma County

...we will allow time for your questions at the
end of the Forum

v

Sponsored by:
Sonoma County League of Women Voters
& Graton Projects Committee

For more information, please call 829-3716
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Vote June 3, 2008

Sonoma County Democratic Central Committee-Fifth District
Shared Commitment-Diverse Strengtlls
Lynn Hamilton, Liz Basile, Deborah

DOl)iS]‘l, Don Pranlz, Alice Chan

We share a commitment to strengthen democracy and

the Democratic Party in Sonoma County. We will work
together to reach out and organize grassroots Democrats

and help to build a movement to get progressive

Democrats elected 1oca11y, statewide, and nationa”y.
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