Thank You
Everyone!!

It takes a lot of effort on the part of a lot
of people to keep our park open and running
for our community...and we want to
acknowlege everyone who volunteered and
everyone who attended our Annual Youth
Park BBQ & Parade for your part.

More than 200 volunteers participated in
this event for 2007 and hundreds of people
attended, making this one of our most
successful events to date. This is how we
raise money to maintain the park.

Thank You so much!
www.forestvilleyouthpark.org

Forestville
Youth Park

Our privately owned public park for everyone to enjoy.

Around Forestville

GOT NEWS? Vesta Copestakes - vesta@sonic.net - 887-0253

FCC/FPA Meeting with Orrin

Theissen: - just read what Richard
has to say in the FPA Report and since
I'm tight for space - pick up a copy of the
June 14th Sonoma West for my Around
Forestville column.

Youth Park BBQ...

New Marquee Volunteer...

The marquee responsibilities have
now been placed with Gary Harris at
Sequoia Properties. All Community
Event announcements should be sent to
him at sequoia@sonic.net, or, 887-7595.

I usually have a whole page of photos of this event, but it’s 4 am, I've already
added 4 pages to this newspaper and I'm plumb tuckered out! Tell you what, I'll ask
Dorothy to get some up on the the Forestville Chamber web site. They're prettier in
color anyway! Wow!- it looks like Dorothy and I won a prize for our parade entry!
I can’t imagine!!! Thank you & Thank you Dorothy! www.forestvillechamber.org

A Note form Chair Person Christy Simmons “Thank You Patty Baxman, Celeste
Reimann, Scott Humble, Carol Swanson, Fran Oliver, Diane Nelson, Robin Davis,
Cherie Pearson, Tim Collamer, Bobbie Fortunati and the Forestville Methodist
Church, Rick Cutler and his wonderful crew, Suki at Fast & Easy for the donuts and
Ginny Rich and the Model-T Club for escorting our Grand Marshall and Citizen of
the Year. I couldn’t have done it without their help..”

Parade Winners 2007

Category 1st Place

Youth Group Cub Scouts
Individual Youth Dante Martinelli
Individual Adult U.S. Marine Corp.
Commercial Hollydale Club
Bands Friends of Forestville

School & The Russian

River Band

2nd Place 3rd Place

Girl Scouts (none)

Pack 150 Troop 518

The Mud Boys  Anthony Sgro

& Friends

Willy’s Jeep Front Street Hair
Studio & Mermaid
Festival

Chamber of Diversified Real

Commerce Estate & Lending

Forestville &

Guerneville

5th grade bands

THE FPA REPORTS

The Forestville Planning Association
By Richard Naegle, President

THIESSEN DEVELOPMENT

The Boards of the FPA and the
Forestville Chamber of Commerce,
along with representatives of downtown
businesses, met with Orrin Thiessen on
June 6 to dialogue about his proposed
development. The meeting began with
a short update on his plans followed by
general questions and concerns. The
following are some of the questions that
were asked and Orrin’s answers.

1) Will local businesses be given first
“dibs” on commercial space in the new
development? Yes.

2) Will he not rent to new businesses that
would compete with already existing niche
businesses in Town (e.g. pharmacy, Chinese
restaurant)? Yes, that is his intention.
His goal is to fill in spaces of unmet
commercial needs in Town; however,
while that is his goal, he will not lock
himself into any binding agreement. He
is willing to discuss criteria for letting
in new businesses with the DownTown
Planning Committee.

3) Will he not rent to major chain stores
(e.g. Starbucks, WalMart)? No, he will
not.

4) His ideas on the rest of Town becoming
a ghost town in relation to the new
development? He is working with the
FPA’s Downtown Planning Committee
to come up with plans to make the Town
and the new development flow into each
other. But there are limitations as long as
Front Street remains designated as a State
highway (116). (The FPA is still waiting
to hear about two grant applications that
have been submitted to the State which
would help us with this planning.) In
addition, he assumes that rents in the
new development will need to be higher
than in the older parts of Town. Thus
businesses will still be attracted to the
older commercial space.

5) What happened to the open space
required by the Board of Supervisors? That
space is included in Ramona Crinella’s
adjacent property.

6) How green is the project? He is
attempting to use green building

COMING UP:

Forestville Town Social

& Business EXPO
Audust 23rd
5pm ‘til dark

ALL BUSINESSES WELCOME!
FREE Booth space!

www.forestvillechamber.org
for info or attend the July 11
Chamber meeting at Food
for Thought.
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techniques and materials as much as
possible, as well as solar.

7) How to balance probable influx of
tourists with keeping this our Town? He
does not see Forestville ever becoming
a tourist destination, though more
tourists may stop here. He assumes that
more tourists will help all businesses
in town.

8) When will construction start and how
long will it take? He plans to begin the
County permit process in two weeks. If
all goes well, construction would startin
two years and probably take five years
to complete.

9) Is it possible to phase in the development
(otherwise the number of business spaces in
Town would suddenly increase dramatically)?
Yes, it will grow based on market
demand. The section on Front Street
will be built first along with the Town
Square.

10) Is there enough water for the new
development, and how will run-off water be
treated? Yes, the Forestville Water District
can provide sufficient water. Run-off
water will be naturally filtered through
the use of bio-swells. (Recommendation
and discussion of permeable asphalt.)

11) What kind of commercial leases will
the Project have? (Concern about “triple
net leases” where business operators
not only pay rent but also must pay for
any needed upkeep on the building.)
The new Project will offer “gross leases”
where the business operator pays only a
monthly rent and utilities; maintenance
will be provided by the homeowners
association.

12) What about maintenance for the
Town Square? Orrin would like to see
the County or a Business Improvement
District take ownership of and
responsibility for the Square. (A Business
Improvement District could also be
helpful in improving the older part
of Town.) His least preferred option
is to have the Project’s homeowners’
association have responsibility for it.

13) Can he help us convince the County
to install a roundabout or other more
aesthetically attractive traffic control device
at the intersection of Mirabel and 116 instead
of the proposed standard stop light? He is
applying some pressure but sees the
need for more public pressure by local
citizens. (Members of the Downtown
Planning Committee have a meeting
scheduled with Supervisor Mike Reilly
in the near future to discuss this issue.
They will report back to the Town about
what actions we might take.)

14) There was a recommendation that
“community allotments” (i.e. a large
area available for individual gardens)
be provided for the townhouse dwellers
who would not have garden space. Orrin
was open to the idea.
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